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The Daily Eastern News' weekly arts and entertainment section
Special Olympics to have 
new events, divisions
OLYMPICS, page 2 
SubMIt ted PhOtOS
Participants and volunteers enjoyed company and friendly competition of 
previous Area 9 Spring Special Olympics. 
by Kalyn hayslett
Verge Reporter | @kalyn_hayslett
Approximately 467 special Olym-
pians trained all year for the Area 
9 Spring Special Olympics from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday at O’Brien 
Field.
Numerous returners will compete 
in track and field divisions while a 
few Olympians will be competing in 
newly established events. 
Vanessa Duncan, director of Area 
9 Special Olympics, said there are 
three new divisions being added to 
the schedule that the Olympians 
will compete in for the first time. 
The mini javelin throw exhibi-
tion is another level of difficulty 
from the softball throw and will be 
given a trial run for these games and 
if the Olympians enjoy it will even-
tually become an official event. 
With the help of the Eastern’s 
athletic training department, ten 
Olympians have been able to physi-
cally prepare themselves for the high 
jump, but only four will compete. 
Junior pianist to perform last recital of semester
by darronte Matthews
Verge Reporter 
The last student recital for the aca-
demic year has finally approached and 
this junior is ready for his jazzy perfor-
mance at the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
After an entire semester of practic-
ing, rehearsing and composing, Tyler 
Seawood, a music studies major with a 
concentration in jazz studies, will be per-
form his junior recital at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day in the Dvorak Concert Hall.
The event is open to the general pub-
lic free of charge and it will be what Sea-
wood calls a tribute to his biggest inspi-
rations in music.
Seawood is set to play piano to seven 
songs from artists such as Antonio Car-
los Jobim, Walter Gross, Keith Jarrett, 
Jimmy Van Heusen, Lennie Tristano, 
Chick Corea as well as an original piece 
that he has composed himself.
With the pressure of his big recital 
coming up, Seawood just said he feels 
excited and hopes everyone who comes 
will feel the same way.
 “I’m just really excited about it,” Sea-
wood said. “People get to come out and 
listen to free live jazz music at no cost, 
no expanse and hopefully enjoy them-
selves, so it should be good.”
However, Seawood also said it’s been 
difficult preparing for this recital and 
juggling other school activities.
“It’s been tough because the music 
department is pretty demanding,” he 
said. “I’ve had to go and arrange it, write 
it out, figure out what I want to do with 
the songs as well as multi-task with my 
classes, but I’m able to make it work.”   
Seawood said his inspiration for mu-
sic was sparked from watching his dad 
playing the drums. He would watch his 
dad play drums and keyboards and he 
would beg his dad for one. 
After only a few short years, he said 
he actually considers himself profession-
al now, but with him only being a ju-
nior, it was even more surprising to find 
out that he only started playing the pi-
ano and the bass during his freshman 
year at Seton Academy High School.
 “I actually taught myself how to 
play piano and bass with a lot of re-
search from going to the library and 
getting books to watching YouTube 
videos,” Seawood said. “But piano 
came first and bass just followed.”
One of the biggest inspirations in 
jazz music that Seawood said he has 
is his current piano teacher Paul John-
ston.
 “He’s helped me out so much in 
terms of the thought process of mu-
sic and gave me new ideas and new 
things to practice,” he said. “I thank 
him for that because he’s definitely 
been one of the most influential pia-
nists in my life.” 
Professor Paul Johnston, associate 
professor of jazz studies, felt humbled 
by Seawood’s words about him and 
said how great it has been to watch 
him develop as a musician.
“What’s specifically neat about Ty-
ler is that he came with a lot of natu-
ral ability, but hadn’t had a piano les-
son before he got here which is pret-
ty unusual,” Johnston said. “It’s extra 
special that he’s able to play both bass 
and piano at such a high level.”
Above all, Johnston said his hopes 
for Seawood are for him to go into the 
world and utilize his many musical 
skills to achieve success. 
“I really hope when he leaves here, 
he feels that he has the skills to be suc-
cessful in whatever he chooses to do,” 
Johnston said.
Now, even before Seawood be-
came interested in music he says he’s 
always been a creative person, from 
drawing to writing poetry, but over-
all he loves jazz music because it gives 
him more freedom. 
“Jazz music is being able to cre-
ate on the spot; it’s being able to re-
ally express yourself musically,” Sea-
wood said. “It’s as if someone gave 
you a crayon and let you color on 
your own.”
Currently, he has composed an 
original song called “Home (Chica-
go)” which is currently on iTunes, 
he’s working on a full bass album and 
is proud to call himself a musician. 
“Musicians paint with sound, our 
utensils are the air,” he said. “Our 
canvas is silence; we take silence and 
add notes to it.”
With his proud and encourag-
ing family and friends coming to see 
him, Seawood said he hopes his recit-
al will stimulate interest in audience 
members.
“I just hope the public develops an 
appreciation for jazz music because 
it’s truly expressive,” Seawood said. 
“Everything that they hear comes 
from within and is created and gen-
erated in that space and time.”
Darronte Matthews can be reached at 
581-2812 or dqmatthews@eiu.edu.
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The Special Olympics will return to Eastern 
with new events and divisions. 
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Freshman swimmer Amy Smith 
awarded for standout year.
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
President Bill Perry announced ear-
lier this academic year that he would 
step down as Eastern’s president after 
serving eight years. Perry is the elev-
enth president in Eastern’s history, 
and during his tenure, he has creat-
ed many moments, with faculty, staff 
and students.
For instance, Perry has attended all 
eight of the Prowl with the Prez, gone 
to football games, and even helped 
students move into the residence halls 
on move in day.
Dan Nadler, the vice president for 
student affairs, said Perry has such ex-
cellent interpersonal skills, which in-
cludes remembering the names of stu-
dents.
“Dr. Perry is a very student-cen-
tered president,” Nadler said. “He 
cares deeply about people, especial-
ly students including their academ-
ic, personal, and professional devel-
opment.”
Nadler said Perry’s skill sets made 
him stand out as a president.
“This combination of skills allows 
individuals to feel valued and appre-
ciated,” Nadler said. “President Perry 
deeply appreciated excellence through 
teamwork. He acknowledges hard 
work and publically recognizes indi-
viduals and groups for having done 
excellent work.”
Ryan Brown, a junior accounting 
major, remembers when he first met 
President Perry at “Pictures with the 
Prez.”
“When I first met President Per-
ry, I was shocked at how tall he was,” 
Brown said. “I started to talk to him 
and realized how genuinely nice he 
was. He’s very easy to talk to and gives 
off a good vibe.”
Blair Lord, the vice president for 
academic affairs, recalled back when 
Perry first started as Eastern’s presi-
dent.
“President Perry has served East-
ern during a period when we had a 
first, and very successful, comprehen-
sive capital,” Lord said. “The institu-
tion has documented many academ-
ic accomplishments as presented in 
the NCA Self-Study establishing 
that Eastern has become an even 
stronger inst itution than upon 
his arrival.”
Lord also said while this was 
a campus-wide effort, all of the 
success  occurred under  Perry’s 
watch.
“I would note his deep com-
mitment and engagement with 
our students,” Lord said. “He is 
highly regarded by our students 
because of this.”
Looking at Perry’s presidency 
as a whole, Lord said he feels like 
Perry’s accomplishments as presi-
dent say more than enough about 
his tenure at Eastern.
“He has been an energetic and 
effective advocate for Eastern, its 
faculty and its students, to East-
ern’s many constituencies,” Lord 
said.
Students, staff reflect on Perry’s presidency
PERRY, page 5 
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern president Bill Perry is retiring after serving as the university’s 11th 
named president for the last eight years.  “[...] I’ve always believed that the 
relationships are the most important thing that you built,” Perry said.
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News 
Despite the recent close at Charleston’s 
Teen Reach center, Eastern’s Student Com-
munity Service office in partnership with 
Salvation Army will continue with free 
summer meals program. 
Rachel Fisher, the director of student 
community service, said the summer meals 
program is one of the best ways to reach 
out to students and teens as well as recon-
nect with them. She said the program is in 
its third summer overall with the upcom-
ing summer being the second for Ashmore. 
The summer meals program offers a free 
lunch Monday through Friday outside of 
school to those up to the age of 18. This 
season’s program will begin June 3 to Au-
gust 17 in Charleston and Ashmore. 
Because the program will be at two loca-
tions, Charleston’s will be at 12:30 p.m. in 
North Park and Ashmore’s is at 11:30 a.m. 
at the Ashmore Community Park. 
“It’s a county-wide response to youth 
hunger in the summer,” Fisher said. 
Fisher said the program is a partnership 
with Mattoon’s Salvation Army and the 
community service office. Salvation army 
prepares the food and because Ashmore is 
close to Charleston they were included. 
“The (Ashmore) community was very 
enthusiastic about it,” Fisher said.
Fisher said on average, they serve around 
80 meals a day during the summer pro-
gram and it’s a great way to connect with 
the kids.  
However, with Teen Reach being closed 
because of a lack of funding, it made it 
harder to have a more direct connection 
with the teenagers who went through the 
program.  
Fisher said one of the benefits to hav-
ing teen reach was it would start the day 
by going to the summer meal site first and 
that allowed them to provide a free lunch, 
but also provide Eastern a way to interact 
with the teens. She said despite teen reach 
being gone, they hope for the teens to still 
make their way over to the summer meal 
program knowing it’s still ran by the same 
people. 
Fisher said teen reach was a good re-
source for the community and it was also 
a very popular volunteer area for students 
at Eastern. 
“The loss of teen reach was felt very 
quickly and deeply,” Fisher said. 
Currently, the Illinois Coalition of 
Community Service is attempting to re-
fund teen reach so they can reopen, Fish-
er said. 
Roberto Hodge can be reached 
at 581-2812 or 
rlhodge@eiu.edu. 
Free 
summer 
meals 
program 
to take 
place
By Katie Smith 
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_News
Ruben Quesada’s experience as 
the son of a Costa Rican immi-
grant woman was intensified in 
the classroom of an English in-
structor  who immigrated from 
the Philippines and mastered her 
second language well enough to 
teach it for decades.  
This was the first time Quesa-
da, an English professor at East-
ern, saw someone like him in an 
authoritative position.  
“It’s about visibility, ultimately. 
It’s about having someone visible, 
having somebody available that 
was visible to show me that you 
don’t have to have it all to make 
it  in this world,” he said. “You 
just have to be passionate about 
it. You just have to want it.” 
The Engl i sh  profes sor’s  ca l -
endar is almost always full with 
committee meetings, classes and 
time for travel. From morning to 
afternoon, Quesada’s schedule is 
neatly arranged and meticulous-
ly executed in a way that educates 
and enhances  Eastern’s  diverse 
community. That is why he has 
been chosen as The Daily Eastern 
News’ 2015 Person of the Year.  
Stephanie Markham, news ed-
itor at The News, said Quesada’s 
t ight schedule is  precisely why 
the staff voted him as the 2014-
15 school year’s most prominent 
person. 
“We chose him because he’s in-
volved in so many critical groups 
on campus,” Markham said.  
Since his first year at Eastern 
in 2012, Quesada has accumulat-
ed an impressive list of respon-
sibilities including but not lim-
ited to his roles as: English pro-
fessor, 2015-16 EIU Pride advis-
er, founding member of Making 
Excellence Inclusive and a seat on 
the presidential search commit-
tee. 
It seems everywhere Quesada 
finds himself, he promotes a les-
son of diversity and inclusivity. 
Quesada named 
DEN Person of the Year
QUESADA, page 5 
Mostly sunny
High: 70°
Low: 50°
Partly cloudy
High: 73°
Low: 52°
FRIDAY SATURDAY
Local weather
For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
Keep up-to-date all summer long at
www.dailyeasternnews.com
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News
Runners and walkers of all speeds 
and experience levels will race around 
Eastern and the city of Charleston for 
Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center’s 
annual “Races for all Paces” at 6 a.m. 
on May 16 at O’Brien Stadium.
Laura Bollan, director of the 
healthy communities department of 
Sarah Bush Lincoln, said the point of 
the race was to get all kinds of people 
participating.
“The point is to get families up and 
getting active together and having fun 
doing it,” Bollan said. 
Bollan said anyone can run in the 
race, which was why it was called 
“Races for all Paces.”
“You don’t have to be an experi-
enced runner. There are races for ev-
eryone to be put in. There will be all 
skill levels, ages,” Bollan said.
The race was run in previous years 
around Sarah Bush Lincoln, but this 
year it has been changed to Eastern’s 
campus.
“It’s a more exciting venue, and 
we love to partner with Eastern,” she 
said. “The course will include a little 
bit of panther trail and the town for 
the half marathon.”
The race started as a part of the 
healthy communities department 
of Sarah Bush Lincoln. The healthy 
communities department sponsors 
many health-related activities. 
These activities include the Sarah 
Bush dental program, where dental 
services are provided to children who 
cannot afford them, Healthy Kids Ed-
ucator, where children are taught in a 
classroom setting about nutrition and 
how to prepare foods, and JumpStart, 
a camp atmosphere for kids at risk for 
obesity that teaches them about nutri-
tion and self-esteem.
“They are all about families, health 
and having people get together and 
have fun,” Bollan said.  
The “Races for all Paces” usually 
averages around 700 to 800 partici-
pants.
“We have a survey afterwards peo-
ple can take, and people always say 
they love the race,” Bollan said. “I ex-
pect it will be even more fun at EIU. 
The race routes are more improved 
and it’s a more exciting route, with 
things to see.”
Bollan said one of the goals of 
“Races for all Paces” is to encourage 
people, especially first time runners, 
to keep running even after the race. 
“They love to do the race; they 
love the half marathon,” Bollan said. 
“It might be their first time, but this 
is the kind of event to get started 
out.”
Bollan said they see a lot of re-
turning runners from previous “Rac-
es for all Paces” events, and one of 
the race’s goals is to have people 
come back.
“When you see someone smile 
going across the finish line, know-
ing what they did, you can see it on 
their face, they’re going ‘I can’t be-
lieve I did it,’ but they did,” Bollan 
said.
Races people can participate in in-
clude everything from a half mara-
thon, which will be 13.1 miles long 
and include aid stations, to a 5K Fun 
Run/Walk, to a 1 mile Fun Run/
Walk.
Medals for finishers will be avail-
able for every race.
A Toddler Trot and Diaper Dash, 
which are 50 and 25 yards long, re-
spectively, will be for younger chil-
dren.
Although the event is good for 
those starting out, people looking 
for a bit more competition will not 
be disappointed.
“You can compete if you want, it 
can be a competitive environment,” 
Bollan said. “But you won’t be un-
comfortable if this is your first time.”
People can register online at www.
sarahbush.org/races to participate in 
the race.
      
   Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Sarah Bush Lincoln to sponsor race
SUBMIT TED PHOTO
President Bill Perry address the opening of the 2013 IHSA state journalism finals competition. Eastern Illinois University has hosted the competition now 
in its 10th year.
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
For the 10th year in a row, the jour-
nalism department will host the Illinois 
High School Association state journal-
ism competition in which 84 groups of 
high school students will participate Fri-
day in Buzzard Hall.
Matt Torha, organizer of the journal-
ism competition, is a member of the Illi-
nois High School Association.
“We sponsor sports and activities for 
high schools in Illinois, about 40 sports 
and activities total with journalism fall-
ing under the activity role,” he said.  “We 
have about 800 schools that all have the 
ability to enter and compete in these dif-
ferent categories.”
Torha said the association holds sec-
tional tournaments, and people who 
qualify are brought to the state finals to 
compete. It is set up in the same way a 
sport would be.
“There is more to actually compete in 
journalism than gymnastics or boys vol-
leyball, he said. “We have good partici-
pation and we are in our 10th year; it has 
grown a little bit in those 10 years.”  
James Tidwell, former journalism 
department chair who died last year, 
brought the competition to Eastern.  
“This was sort of his idea; he was on 
the ground floor of it and sort of put it 
all together to get it to be on Eastern’s 
campus,” Torha said.
The competition is a one-day 
event and will start 10 a.m. Friday 
with an opening session, he said.  The 
first block will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
“There are 18 total events that are bro-
ken up into nine events, and judging will 
go on throughout the day,” Torha said.  
Between 3 to 3:30 p.m. everyone will 
met up in the Buzzard Lecture Hall to 
hear the announcement of the winners 
and pass out awards.  
He said he and other people who are 
part of the conference team are thinking 
about changing the date of the competi-
tion so all high schools can come to the 
event.
“Unfortunately with our timing not 
everyone can make it because of previ-
ous engagements, like prom or senior 
awards at their schools, so they had to 
drop out last minute,” he said.  “We are 
sort of flirting with the idea maybe mov-
ing it up a few weeks to see if that might 
help with not having that much fall out.” 
Stephanie White can be reached at 
581-2812 or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
84 high schools to compete in journalism 
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Area 9 Special Olympics l 7:30 AM - 3 PM
      O’Brien Field; all are invited to attend the event and cheer the Special Olympians on
Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
     Southwestern Pottery & Weavings and Nathalie Miebach exhibits on display
The Artwork of Russell Means | All Day
     Booth Library’s spring program and exhibit series; free and open to the public
      
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
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Finals Week   
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Half month rent 
free! 
$100off deposit! 
www.dailyeasternnews.com
read. share. connect.
By Marcus Curtis
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
For select Eastern students, May 9 
marks the date of their commence-
ment, a day that symbolizes more than 
a few steps across the stage for some.
Keaira Dates, a senior family and 
consumer sciences major and soon to 
be Eastern graduate, said when she 
thinks about graduating she gets ner-
vous and happy at the same time. 
“That was my goal, to graduate in 
four years, so I feel accomplished,” 
Dates said.
Malcolm Jackson, a senior business 
management major and who is gradu-
ating next week, also said he is happy 
and relieved that he will be graduating. 
“Like weight is lifted off my shoul-
ders,” Jackson said. “I’m just ready to 
put on my cap and gown and see my 
parents cry with tears of joy as I walk 
across the stage; I’m ready to begin the 
new chapter in my life.” 
DeAnna Willis, a graduating senior 
kinesiology and sports studies major, 
said she takes pride in graduating in 
four years considering her extracurric-
ular activities. 
“I fell proud about graduating on 
time; it’s a big accomplishment, espe-
cially being a student athlete having a 
hard schedule,” Willis said. “It’s some-
thing to take pride in.”
For the fiscal year of 2014, only 
2,787 of the 3,777 undergraduate se-
niors and second-year graduate stu-
dents graduated. The small difference 
between 2014’s 2,787 graduating stu-
dents and 2013’s 2,837 graduating 
students builds mixed feelings for stu-
dents who have to watch their friends 
from the stage.
Dates said she wishes she could 
share the moment of graduating with 
her friends. 
“I wish I could share this that mo-
ment with some of my close friends 
who aren’t graduating this semester,” 
she said.
Other students like Jackson and 
Willis, said they wish they could share 
the graduating moment with their 
friends but they support their friends 
in their journey toward graduating.
“As long as my peers graduate I’m 
proud of them, no matter how long it 
takes them,” Willis said.
Jackson said he has experienced 
watching his friends walk across the 
stage prior to walking across the stage 
himself. 
“I didn’t graduate on time, and that 
only pushed me to work harder to 
walk across the stage as my peers did,” 
he said. 
Jackson also said he doesn’t fault 
anyone for taking more time to get 
their degree. 
“I feel that everyone goes at their 
own pace, and their graduation time 
will eventually come.”
All graduating seniors will also re-
ceive a free Warbler Yearbook in hon-
or of their accomplishment. The year-
books can be picked up at the same 
time as caps and gowns, between 
Wednesday and Friday prior to the 
commencement ceremony. Cap and 
gown pick up is from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Gina Volk, senior journalism major 
and editor-in-chief for the yearbook, 
said the yearbooks are limited to 900 
copies because of student fees funding 
the printing of the books. Volk said 
the yearbooks are reserved for the se-
niors as a nice gesture and so they can 
reminisce on their last year at Eastern. 
With that being said, Volk said it is 
important for seniors to pick up their 
yearbooks early. 
The theme of this year’s yearbook is 
“What makes EI[You] different?” Volk 
said the theme of the yearbook derived 
from individuals that make up this 
campus and how they make it unique 
despite the low enrollment.
“Our book focuses on profiles and 
features of individuals that help make 
this year special and unique,” Volk 
said.
The first ceremony starts at 9 a.m. 
for the College of Sciences; noon 
marks the start of the ceremony for the 
College of Arts and Humanities and 
the School of Continuing Education. 
At 3 p.m. the College of Professional 
Studies will have its ceremony, and at 
6 p.m. the Lumpkin College of Busi-
ness and Applied Sciences ceremony 
will be held.
Tickets for students’ families are 
limited to seven. 
Steve Rich, assistant vice president 
for advancement, said if there are any 
leftover tickets after every graduate has 
received seven, more tickets will be dis-
tributed to those students who need 
them on a first come first serve basis. 
Marcus Curtis can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or mlcurtis@eiu.edu.
Seniors prepare for commencement ceremony 
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Eastern students, faculty and 
community members gathered in 
front of Old Main where Mayor 
Larry Rennels announced April 30 
to be “Bill Perry Day” during the 
second annual Lawn Party Thurs-
day.
Dur ing  the  par ty,  a t tendees 
thanked President Bill Perry for 
his eight years of service to the 
university by giving him gifts in-
cluding large, handmade scrap-
books from Sherri Arnholt, assis-
tant to the dean for student aca-
demic affairs.
Other faculty members came to 
the outdoor stage to give thanks 
to Perry as well, wishing him luck 
in his upcoming June retirement.  
Perry said he cannot wait un-
til the May 9 commencement; he 
said he will be able to relate to 
the students more at this one — 
not only are they moving on with 
their lives, but he is as well.
“They’re stepping out into the 
next phase of their life, and (my 
wife) and I are stepping out in the 
next phase of our lives,” he said.
In addition to surprising Perry 
by announcing April 30 as “Bill 
Perry Day” in the city of Charles-
ton, Rennels also gave his thanks 
to Perry for his years of service at 
Eastern. 
Per r y  s a id  he  was  surpr i s ed 
about having a day named after 
him.  
“That was totally unexpected 
and it is an honor,” he said. “We 
have great relationships with the 
city of Charleston that are based 
on a  lot  of  things ,  but  one of 
those things are the students do-
ing all  this community service, 
which means a lot to the commu-
nity.” 
LaJenna Bievenue, a sophomore 
business management major, said 
she was excited to f inal ly meet 
Perry before he retired.  
“I got to finally shake his hand 
and it was something I have want-
ed to do every since I came to the 
school,” she said. “I may not have 
been here long, but he has done a 
lot for the school and I will miss 
him.” 
The band called Jac Freeze per-
formed covers of popular songs, 
and activities were provided such 
as bag toss and a bounce house to 
entertain both students and chil-
dren.  
The Eastern Marching Band 
ended the event by playing the 
Alma Mater and the Eastern Fight 
Song for Perry.
Stephanie White can be
 reached at 581-2812 or
 at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
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President Bill Perry and his wife Linda Perry address the crowd at the Old Main Lawn Party Thursday at Old Main. Perry will officially leave Eastern this 
June.
Day named in honor of Perry during Lawn Party
There is more to helping students than just keep-
ing office hours, posting grades on D2L and keeping 
things running within one’s own department; making 
a difference as a faculty or staff member at a universi-
ty requires taking the initiative to reach out and cre-
ate change. 
An English and creative writing professor at East-
ern since 2012, Ruben Quesada has proven especially 
in the past year that he is dedicated to the betterment 
of the university as a whole through his participation 
in critical groups.  
For this reason, the staff at The Daily Eastern News 
selected Quesada to be our Person of the Year. 
One of the most important decisions made on 
campus this year was who would be President Bill Per-
ry’s successor, and Quesada took on the responsibility 
of being a member on the presidential search adviso-
ry committee. 
He could be seen facilitating open interview ses-
sions for the campus, and he helped in other crucial 
matters such as reading through feedback forms and 
narrowing down the candidates to the final recom-
mendation of David Glassman to the Board of Trust-
ees.
In addition to participating in things of administra-
tive importance, Quesada also lent his hand in a num-
ber of organizations and initiatives on campus to in-
crease understanding of minority issues.
For instance, Quesada was a co-chair of the Wom-
en’s History and Awareness Month committee, and 
for the month of March, he helped coordinate a film 
festival, panel presentation and various lectures to edu-
cate the community about gender and sexuality.
Assisting in putting together a month devoted to 
gender and sexuality is significant because of extreme-
ly relevant issues such as violence and discrimination 
against people within the LGBTQIA community.
Part of the month explored misrepresentations of 
Latina women in the media, while the keynote speak-
er shared her experience going from being a prostitute 
to earning a doctorate degree. 
These are all things the entire campus can benefit 
from learning about. As a male who took part in the 
organizing committee for this, Quesada demonstrat-
ed how vital it is for everyone to take women’s strug-
gles seriously.  
Quesada also was a founding member of Mak-
ing Excellence Inclusive, which is a forum created for 
faculty members to meet once a month and have an 
open-ended discussion about avoiding stereotyping 
and typecasting.
The forum includes student-run focus groups that 
determine needs and opportunities on matters of race, 
gender, sexual orientation and the overall culture of 
Eastern.
Finding out the adversities students face in the 
classroom, on campus and in the community through 
these focus groups is an essential step toward improv-
ing the overall climate at the university.  
Through his participation in Making Excellence 
Inclusive, Quesada has shown his commitment to im-
proving the student experience using methods that are 
tangible and real.
Within the past couple of weeks, jobs have 
been a prime focus for me and many other 
friends who are graduating. 
So many aspects and variables go into find-
ing a job. The resume is easily the most cru-
cial make or break moment when nabbing the 
dream job. I just recently updated my resume, 
adding what I had done at school over the past 
four years. 
As I was updating my resume, I was so 
thankful to have a lot in the experience catego-
ry. Even though it was understood experience 
early on that experience pertaining to one’s 
field, I did not realize how crucial it was. 
Without my involvement at The Daily East-
ern News, I would have nothing to show that 
I know what a story is, and how I should cov-
er it. Experience, or just participation in any-
thing is so important to diversifying oneself 
from others. 
Having that minimum wage job at McDon-
ald’s is fine, but after four long years of college, 
I want a first job that in the end will get me far. 
I want to show proof of excellence or prove that 
I as an applicant have knowledge in areas that 
would benefit an employer. 
Employers need tangible proof of the work 
they have done. This is why freshmen, sopho-
mores and juniors need to become active if they 
have not already. Join a sport, club, group or 
organization. If you are a person looking to co-
ordinate events, join University Board or other 
organizations which host large scale events. 
I feel as if the registered student organiza-
tions are under-represented. More than 8,000 
students attend school. 
Good grades do not cut it either, when seek-
ing a job. I have read articles in and outside my 
field that say grades do not prove you are good 
for the job and you have the skills, it proves you 
are good with academics. 
This was further reaffirmed as a couple alum-
ni employers attended Eastern and all said they 
want people to have experience over all else. 
They do not need a review of what you learned 
in school. The degree explains that. 
So before the school year ends, contact a or-
ganization, get involved and get some experi-
ence.
                       Jarad Jarmon is a senior journalism major.
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Job preparation starts with plenty of participation 
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A conscious 
wake-up call
STAFF EDITORIAL
With the media looming with racial ten-
sion and constant police brutality I can’t 
help but see ask myself who’s to blame? 
And I don’t mean for the mistreatment or 
the despair inflicted on one race or another 
in this country. I am speaking in regards to 
the constant repetition of the cycle that we 
continue to indulge in. 
Since I’ve been at Eastern for the last 
four years, society has mourned the deaths 
of young men such as Trayvon Martin and 
Walter Scott, and after hearing recent dis-
cussions of places like Ferguson, Baltimore, 
and even Chicago I am intrigued to see 
what’s to come in the near future.
All this racial commotion has caused a 
new movement to surface and it’s called 
“Black Lives Matter”.
Every time I see or hear the slogan, the 
first thing that comes to mind is “to whom?”
Although that may sound very pessimis-
tic, I look at it like this because I’ve yet to 
see anyone, black, white, brown, or any col-
or of people for that matter, accept the fact 
that as individuals we are both blessed and 
cursed with a little thing called free will. 
Free will gives people the option to 
choose between good and bad. More impor-
tantly it allows people to form their own 
personal attitude toward what actually con-
stitutes as right and wrong. 
The reason I deem it very necessary 
to point out this very minor attribute is 
because it somewhat answers a very essential 
question. 
Understanding that power is in choices, I 
don’t understand how the people that I iden-
tify with continue to play with fire and get 
burned.
I feel as though the fact that we have to 
emphasize that “black lives matter” only pos-
es to me that as a society we realize that they 
don’t and in attempts to fool the masses we 
parade around publicizing movements like 
this, but not actually making a difference in 
how we are perceived in society. 
But with this being said, I come baring a 
solution, or more like a piece of advice. 
As I continue to perfect my writing craft 
I’ve learned that it’s all about finding an 
audience to appeal to that appreciates your 
work, and if we really want to prove that 
black lives matter we have to be the ones to 
stick together. 
We must appeal to our own people and 
act as the audience for each other to pro-
mote and uplift what it is we have to offer to 
society.  
I’ve never been an openly overly aggres-
sive person and one of the key factors in 
this is my number one defense mechanism: 
avoidance. 
Avoidance has become the main way I 
advocate against negativity because I feel as 
though if I don’t bother something, I will 
receive the same respect in return, but I do 
understand that for some that is not the 
case. 
But for those people I offer you this, it’s 
never about being the biggest or toughest in 
a fight, its all about positioning! If you put 
yourself in the perfect position to strike the 
obstacle you face will eventually fall and you 
shall overcome.
 
 Kevin Hall is a senior  journalism major 
and he can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
Kevin Hall
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“Like any group that I get involved 
with, I think my role is to offer my per-
spective and how my experience inter-
sects with the institutional experiences,” 
he said. “What is this institution like now 
and how does my personal experience ei-
ther fit into the common experience here 
and how does it maybe challenge the expe-
rience here?”  
During his time on the presidential 
search committee, Quesada made a point 
of asking questions he knew would reveal 
the candidates’ experiences with diversity.  
“My role in these committees is to en-
sure that we not only invite people into the 
Eastern community that have a global view 
of the world, but are also aware that the 
people on campus may or not be different 
than themselves,” he said.  
Much of Quesada’s success and mo-
tivation is rooted in his personal experi-
ence and the personal experiences of those 
around him, although he struggles to place 
himself in a particular footing in the world. 
“It’s really strange because I have a hard 
time kind of assessing my own sense of be-
ing in the world sometimes, and it might 
be because I’m always looking forward and 
I don’t take enough time to look back,” he 
said. “It’s important to reflect and maybe 
that’s what I do in my own poetry, and I do 
it in isolation and I’m hoping that comes 
across when I’m teaching.” 
The professor has published three books 
of poetry and essays titled: “Latino Poetics: 
Essays on the Art of Poetry,” “Next Extinct 
Mammal” and “Exiled From the Throne 
of Night: Selected Translations of Luis Cer-
nuda.” Most of his essays are derived from 
experiences he has lived and later explored 
through language. 
To promote awareness about the im-
portance of considering life as a series of 
unique and diverse perspectives, he began 
to incorporate technology into his lesson 
plans — starting with the use of Twitter.  
He started using the social media plat-
form during his time as a graduate student 
to have students put what they were learn-
ing in the classroom out into the world 
and become conscientious about using 
language in a public space — something 
Quesada knows well.  
Quesada is vocal about aspects of his 
own personal experience other professors 
may not be, and does so in a way that is 
beneficial to his students, Markham said.  
“What stands out to me about Quesada 
is that he is very open about being a queer 
person of color and how that affects his ex-
perience on campus,” Markham said. “And 
so him taking on these leadership roles is 
even more impactful because students who 
are minorities can look up to him.”  
One message Quesada said he hopes he 
can get across to students is one he learned 
early on from his mother and again from 
his English teacher: a person’s success is not 
limited by their history, rather propelled by 
their motivation.  
“She taught me that hard work and 
not giving up could get me almost any-
where. And my mother gave me the same 
advice,” he said. “Do well in school. Have 
big dreams and don’t give up — no matter 
what anybody says.” 
Katie Smith can be reached
 at 581-2812 or 
kesmith2@eiu.edu. 
» PERRY CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
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Lord also said working with Perry has 
not only made his own work enjoyable, 
but the work of his colleagues as well. 
Lord’s fondest memory from working 
with Perry was a recent one. 
“The memory I am going to offer has 
to do with the recent legislative budget 
hearing where President Perry conclud-
ed his testimony by offering the story of 
his father’s path to an education following 
his time in the military service,” Lord said. 
“He used this as an opportunity to remind 
the legislators that our country has a long 
and noble history of publicly supporting 
education extending from the Land Grant 
Act, through the development of the nor-
mal school movement to prepare school 
teachers, to the GI Bill which aided his fa-
ther, to more recent investments in stu-
dent assistance like Pell Grants.”
Nadler also said Perry also helped es-
tablish more community service for East-
ern students while they are on campus.
“President Perry was instrumental in 
establishing a service-oriented environ-
ment, one which challenges students to 
become actively engaged in performing 
service in Charleston, the state, the region, 
the country, and the world,” Nadler said. 
“It would not have been possible to estab-
lish the Office of Student Community 
Service without President Perry’s unwav-
ering support.”
Perry was also important in establish-
ing the Textbook Rental Service Facili-
ty, which provides cost saving services to 
Eastern students. Perry was also influential 
in helping open up Doudna, the Energy 
Center and CINCERE, an increase in un-
dergraduate student research, and the uni-
versity received the best national ranking 
in Eastern’s history.
Nadler’s fondest memory from his time 
with Perry comes from the interactions 
they both have had with students.
“President Perry always embraces inter-
acting with students with excitement and 
passion,” Nadler said. “We have had many 
opportunities together to help students 
move into the residence halls, work side 
by side with students performing commu-
nity service, and congratulating students 
when attaining outstanding academic, co-
curricular, and personal achievements.”
Paul McCann, the vice president for 
business affairs, said Perry has done such 
an amazing job serving as president.
“I’ve been very proud to serve under 
him,” McCann said. “He’s done an amaz-
ing job, I think some of the things that I 
admire most about him are his ability to 
communicate, all the way from upper ad-
ministration to the students and to the 
community.”
McCann favorite moment with Perry 
was when Perry was unable to recognized 
McCann’s daughter when she attended 
Eastern.
“She met Dr. Perry and throughout 
her whole career her, he remembered her 
name and called her by name when he’d 
see her on campus,” McCann said. “That 
was very important to me as well as to her, 
to see that a president to time out to re-
member her and to communicate with 
her when he did see her.”
Perry said he will value the relation-
ships he made with faculty, staff and stu-
dents most. 
“I’ll take away with me all the memo-
ries of move in day, commencement, in-
teracting with the students at the football 
games,” Perry said. “What I’ll be taking 
away really is the relationships with peo-
ple, with students, faculty, and staff.”
Perry also said he will remember inter-
acting with students in the different activ-
ities on campus.
“After 44 years of serving in higher ed-
ucation, I’ve always believed that the re-
lationships are the most important thing 
that you built,” Perry said. “No matter 
what you do, it’s the relationships you 
built within the university community 
that are just so important and so valuable.”
During the eight years as Eastern’s pres-
ident, Perry said his biggest accomplish-
ment was making sure Eastern’s quality 
education continues to grow.
“What I’ve always thought of is what 
can this university do,” Perry said. “The 
thing that means the most to me is that 
the quality of the academic programs has 
continued to grow.”
Perry said it was an overall effort by 
the university, and when he sees Eastern’s 
ranking improve, he is happy with how 
Eastern is progressing.
“That means something to me, and I 
think it should mean something to every-
body,” Perry said. “ We’ve got dedicated 
people here and when we pass the torch 
on to the next group, that they are going 
to raise, and my hope is that Dr. Glass-
man will have an even bigger impact af-
ter me.”
Luis Martinez can be reached at 
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Eastern President William Perry, Old Main, 09/05/14
Perry on his legacy:
"What I hope [people] will think is that I was a president that cared deeply 
about our students, our faculty and staff, and that I cared deeply about 
excellence in personal relationships."
By Richard Donaldson
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Two new subcommittees and several 
course changes focusing on online classes 
were confirmed at Thursday’s Council on 
Academic Affairs meeting. 
The CAA unanimously confirmed the 
creation of a standing general education 
subcommittee and a standing essential 
learning subcommittee. The general educa-
tion subcommittee will oversee the creation 
of new general education courses, and will 
recertify existing general education cours-
es on a five-year cycle. The essential learn-
ing subcommittee is designed to oversee in-
struction practices relating to Eastern’s un-
dergraduate learning goals. 
Recruiting for the subcommittees will 
begin this fall, and preliminary proposals 
for the subcommittees will begin this sum-
mer. CAA will supervise both initiatives 
and the final subcommittees.
Rebecca Throneburg, chair of the 
Committee for the Assessment of Student 
Learning, led the proposal. She said East-
ern is the only comprehensive Illinois pub-
lic university without a general education 
committee. 
“This has been a long time coming,” 
Throneburg said, though she recognized a 
potential problem in the subcommittees’ 
development. “It will be hard to fill out 
the committees until Eastern starts hiring 
again.” 
Changes to Eastern’s Gateway Program 
also passed with 11 votes approving chang-
es to admission process. Effective in fall 
2015, applicants may be requested to pro-
vide a personal statement and letters of rec-
ommendation.
The other large issue of the meeting was 
the several online courses added to the cur-
riculum starting summer 2015.
Several English courses in the profes-
sional writing section are now going online. 
Intro to Professional Writing, Technical 
Communication, Special Topics in Profes-
sional Writing and Professional Editing will 
all be available online over summer and fall 
2015 semesters. Internship in Professional 
Writing will also now have an online com-
ponent starting this summer. 
According to the official proposal, this is 
part of a greater move to make the entire 
professional writing minor available online.
Also undergoing changes is ABC: Alter-
native Bachelor’s in Child Care. The name 
of the course has been changed to ABC: 
Associate’s to Bachelor’s in Child Care, 
to better reflect the online nature of the 
course. Admission requirements have also 
been changed so that students are no lon-
ger required to be currently working in the 
childcare field.
New and revised courses were also intro-
duced for geography, geology, sociology, an-
thropology and general education students.
Revisions to Geomorphology and Nat-
ural Disasters were introduced for geog-
raphy and geology students, with Geo-
morphology now being offered as an on-
line class. The new class in the department 
is Land Change Science, focusing on the 
causes and rates of land use and change in 
the United States.
A new online science class was also in-
troduced for general education students this 
summer, covering current renewable ener-
gy techniques and their impact on the envi-
ronment. The title of the course is being re-
vised, although no new title has been cho-
sen.
Anthropology in Europe, a new course 
to be taught by assistant professor Angela 
Glaros in spring 2016 focusing on anthro-
pology in the Mediterranean and Balkans, 
passed unanimously. The sociology course, 
Social Organization, was also revised, now 
being offered online starting summer 2015.
The election of the CAA officers for 
2015-2016 was also held. Current Chair 
Marita Gronnvoll and Vice Chair Stacey 
Ruholl were both reelected. Gronnvoll was 
also recognized with a special plaque for her 
service as a CAA member.
Richard Donaldson can be reached 
at 581-2812 or
 rrdonaldson@eiu.edu.
CAA confirms new online courses
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Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
1 person from $350-440 
2 persons from $290/person 
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1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
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CLASSIFIEDS
THIS IS NO JOKE.....................
FIRST MONTH RENT FREE!!
SO MANY LOCATIONS!
THE MILLENIUM.. CENTURY CROSSING..
EAST VIEW.. CAMPUS EDGE.. THE COURTYARD..
SOUTH CAMPUS SUITES
YOU CHOOSE!!
UNIQUEPROPERTIES.NET
1-5 Bedroom Homes
Conveniently located close to 
campus
Clean, Comfortable, 
& Affordable!
Call or text 217-345-4001
or visit eiuliving.com
1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person
For Appointment 
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
Check out our print ad 
specials!
Buy one ad at open rate price; receive the 
next 30% off!
Buy two ads at open rate price; receive the 
third 40% off!
Call Rachel at 217-581-2816 or email denads@eiu.edu
RECYCLE- Community Thrift Store 
will accept any gently used items, 
will pick up lighter items. 
Visit us at 655 Castle Drive or call at 
348-8362
___________________________5/4
WOW!  SAVE $1700 off your lease 
year!!!  
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com 
MelroseOnFourth.com.  
Furnished, washer & dryer, balcony, 
walk-in closets, free tanning, 24-hr fit-
ness rooms.  Roommate matching 
available.  
217-345-5515.   ACT FAST!  
Leasing@melroseonfourth.com
__________________________4/30
Properties available on 7th St.  5 or 6 
BR houses.  Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts. 
Most utilities paid on apts.  
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances, 
water & trash pd. 
217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________4/30
BOWERS RENTALS - 2,3,4 BR 
Homes available for Fall.  Rates start-
ing at $275/mo.  1521 1st St; 1530 1st 
St; 1015 Grant; 1619 10th; 1526 1st. 
Call or text 217-345-4001. 
eiuliving.com
___________________________5/1
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3 
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM 
CAMPUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559. 
MYEIUHOME.COM
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BED-
ROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS.  REFIN-
ISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY 
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTER-
NET INCLUDED IN RENT!  RIGHT BE-
HIND MCHUGH’S, LESS THAN A 
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!  
217-493-7559.  
myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO 
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812 
9th St. 
sammyrentals.com 
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673 
CALL OR TEXT. 
___________________________5/4
Beautiful 1 BR penthouse apt.  Huge 
bedroom, central air, full fitness cen-
ter, walk-in closets.  Too much to list! 
Best prices in town!  
815-600-3129.  Leave message
___________________________5/4
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR 
APTS.  as low as $285/person. All ap-
pliances, some with dishwasher, W/D, 
or garage. Trash pd., some with water 
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU. 
Carlyle Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE FALL 2015: House for rent, 
1025 4th St. 5 BR 2 BA, 2 half-BA, close 
to campus, W/D, fridge, stove, large 
deck. 
618-670-4442.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt., 
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, micro-
wave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd. 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS. 
Carlyle Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 - 
348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER 
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE. 
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments. Great locations. 
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom, 
recently remodeled, free 50” LCD TV 
included, one month free rent. 
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL! 
Apt. with 1 bedroom loft. Furnished 
for a couple or single. $385 for 1 or 
$435 for 2. 1/2 duplex- 1 block N. of 
O’Brien Field for school year 2015-
2016. Call Jan 345-8350.
___________________________5/4
Available Summer and Fall 2015. 1, 2 
and 3 apartments, water and trash in-
cluded. Plenty of parking. Buchanan 
Street Apartments. 
217-345-1266
___________________________5/4
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK. 
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block 
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Real-
tor. 345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 1 bedroom apartments, all 
inclusive near Buzzard. 
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex 
east of campus. 
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
3, 4, & 6 bedroom houses near cam-
pus, $275 per bedroom, includes all 
appliances and water/trash service. 
217-273-1395
___________________________5/4
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and gar-
bage included. $250/person. 
232-4312
___________________________5/4
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath house
North of Greek court,
 free cable/internet, 
Fully furnished 
$300 a month
$100 sign on bonus
(217)345-3353
___________________________5/4
Fall: 2015 - Affordable-Large, Beau-
tiful and Spacious 1 and 2 BR Unfur-
nished Apts. On the Square over Z’s 
Music. Trash and Water Included-
Low Utilities-All New Appliances-
Laundry On-Site-
Apply 345-2616
___________________________5/4
4 BR 2 bath home.  3-4 tenants. 
$250 each.  307 Polk Ave.  Close to 
campus.  Concrete drive, huge pa-
tio, and front porch.  Very well 
maintained!  High efficiency fur-
nace, C/A, washer/dryer.  
Contact Pam at 549-5402.  Pictures 
on Craigslist under address. 
___________________________5/4
2 bedroom furnished apartments. 
Quiet, near campus, all utilities and in-
ternet included.  No pets.  
549-2615
___________________________5/4
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
Over 20 years experience. 
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
1, 2, 3 bedrooms available, couple 
minutes to campus, great deals. 
Text 217-273-2048
___________________________5/4
Delivery position wanted part time, ap-
ply in person after 4 PM, must be avail-
able over summer break. Pagliai’s Piz-
za, 1600 Lincoln, Charleston.
___________________________5/4
Bartenders Needed - All Shifts.  At The 
Place in Ashmore.  
Call 217-349-8613.  Inquire within 
Monday through Friday 9 - 5.
___________________________5/4
Millennium Apartments, $350 per 
month plus utilities. Available now un-
til July. 
217-519-2769
___________________________5/4
Announcements
For rent
Help wanted
Sublessors
For rentFor rentFor rent
Bag game
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Michael Bohannon and Keedran Parr play bags at the Old Main Lawn Party Thursday at Old Main. 
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“Our main focus 
is to win and to 
do that is to do 
the little things 
right. We have 
to get rid of the 
stupid mistakes 
and play like we 
know we can.” 
-Bailey O ’Dell,
senior  infielder
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter|@Den Sports
The Eastern softball team will 
be  t ak ing  on  confe rence  r i va l 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville in 
three games this weekend at Wil-
liams Field. 
It is senior day for Eastern and 
seniors Bailey O’Dell and Han-
nah Cole will be honored for ev-
erything that they have done in 
their four years at Eastern. 
These three games will be some 
of the most important games the 
Panthers  have  played this  sea-
son as the race to an Ohio Val-
ley Conference tournament berth 
is very close. 
O’Dell said she and the Pan-
thers know how important these 
games are. 
“Our  ma in  f o cu s  i s  t o  w in 
and to do that is to do the little 
things right,” O’Dell said. “We 
have to get rid of the stupid mis-
takes and play like we know we 
can.”
E d w a rd s v i l l e  s i t s  a t o p  t h e 
standings with a 19-4 record and 
wil l  most  l ikely secure the top 
seed for the tournament. 
Even though the Cougars are 
at the top of the conference the 
team will not approach them any 
differently, O’Dell said.
“We approach them just l ike 
any other game playing any oth-
er team,” O’Dell said. “Softball is 
such an unpredictable sport. You 
never really know what can hap-
pen. We just need to play all out 
and let the rest take care of it -
self.” 
The Panthers are currently in 
sixth place in the conference with 
a  12-10 record.  Each of  these 
games could determine where the 
Panthers will finish in the stand-
ings. 
The Cougars has the top pitch-
er  in  the  conference  in  junior 
Haley Chambers. Chambers has a 
1.48 earned run average and has 
251 strikeouts in 184 2/3 innings 
pitched. 
O’Dell said the tough pitching 
is  one of the biggest obsta-
cles the Panthers will have to face 
against the Cougars. 
“Their pitching is pretty good 
and it’s something we’re going to 
have to overcome,” O’Dell said. 
“We have to have quality at-bats 
and not let knowing she’s a good 
pitcher change our mindset in the 
box.”
The Panthers wil l  have a l i t -
tle bit of extra motivation com-
ing into the weekend as they just 
took down Southern Illinois-Car-
bondale 4-0 on Wednesday. 
Fr e s h m a n  Mi c h e l l e  Ro g e r s 
got back to her usual form and 
pitched all  seven innings to re-
cord the shutout and get the win. 
Rogers will be relied on to do 
some pitching along with fellow 
freshman Jessica Wireman. 
Wireman will be on the mound 
for the first game of the series. 
She leads the team with a 3.82 
earned run average.  She is  also 
10-11 on the year with 132 in-
nings pitched.
The first pitch for game one on 
Saturday is set for 1 p.m. Game 
two on Saturday will follow at 3 
p.m.
The Panthers are scheduled to 
play at noon on Sunday.
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or smhastings@eiuedu
Panthers wrap up regular season with SIUE
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball and softball 
teams’ have been fortunate to have 
freshman contribute to each team their 
first year at Eastern.
Most notably the Eastern softball 
team has had two freshman pitchers 
Jessica Wireman and Michelle Rogers 
start all but one of the Panthers game 
this season.
Wireman most recently threw a no-
hitter in a game against Tennessee-
Martin, which was the first of her ca-
reer.
She has a 3.82 earned run average 
on the season and a 10-11 record over-
all in 132 innings pitched. 
Michelle Rogers has started 22 
games for the Panthers this season and 
is 7-12 with a 4.34 ERA in 109.2 in-
nings pitched. 
Wireman was recruited out of Lou-
isville, Kentucky where she earned All-
State honors in high school and was a 
finalist for Kentucky Player of the Year.
Her original plan was to go to 
Cleveland State and play for coach An-
gie Nicholson, but she changed her 
mind to come to Eastern, when Nich-
olson was hired here before the begin-
ning of last season. 
Rogers on the was recruited to play 
at Eastern from Scecina Memorial 
High School in Indianapolis, Ind. She 
earned a starting pitching spot on the 
varsity team in high school as a fresh-
man.
The Eastern baseball team has had 
a multitude of freshman get good 
amounts of playing time this season, 
most notably freshman pitcher Andy 
Fisher.
Fisher had to come out of the bull-
pen at the start of the season but was 
most recently named a starter.
He is 1-3 this season in 19 appear-
ances with 36.1 innings pitched. Fish-
er will start Sunday for the Panthers 
against Morehead State.
Bobby Wenthe is another Panther 
who has come on strong most recent-
ly. Wenthe was named co-Ohio Valley 
Conference Player of the Week a cou-
ple weeks ago. 
He is now hitting .333 on the sea-
son with six home runs in 60 at bats. 
Also, Wenthe has 20 runs batted in 
and has a slugging percentage of .700.
Eastern baseball coach Jimmy 
Schmitz said he has been really im-
pressed with the way his freshman 
have stepped up this season.
“We knew it when we had it,” he 
said. “There is a bright future with a 
good class ahead of us.”
Also, freshman pitcher Luke Dietz 
leads the team in ERA with a 3.29 this 
season in 12 appearances. He also has 
one save.
With these freshmen making an 
immediate impact, the Eastern base-
ball and softball teams look to have a 
bright future. 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
Freshmen make impact on diamond
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Jessica Wireman, a freshman pitcher, pitches in the softball game Sat. April 18 against Tennessee State at Williams Field.
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Freshmen pitcher, Jessica Wireman, surveys the field before preparing to pitch in the game Sat. April 18 
against Tennesse State at Williams field.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Daily Eastern News names Norvel Mohammed 2015 Athlete of the Year. 
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter |@Den Sports 
Freshman swimmer, Amy Smith had 
a standout first year in the water for East-
ern including two school records, which 
earned her “Rookie of the Year” honors 
from the Daily Eastern News Staff. 
Smith set the Eastern record for the 
women’s 100-yard backstroke and the 
200-yard backstroke. She broke both re-
cords at the conference meet at the end 
of the season. 
Smith broke the 100-backstroke with 
a time of 56.86, clocking in .24 seconds 
faster than the previous record. 
She broke the 200-backstroke with a 
time of 2:03.82, also .24 seconds faster 
than the previous record set. 
Smith did not think about breaking 
any records coming into Eastern.
“I definitely did not come in hoping 
to break school records,” Smith said. “I 
just kind of came in trying to have best 
times and find my place on the team.”
She said that she exceeded the expec-
tations she had set for herself at the be-
ginning of the season.  
Smith realized that the records were 
attainable and became something that 
she shot for in the season. So being able 
to break the record just as a freshman 
was special for Smith. 
“It’s cool to see my name up there on 
the board and it’s cool to think that I did 
that myself, and all my hard work this 
season really paid off,” Smith said. 
Smith said she was happy with how 
she swam in her first year at the colle-
giate level, especially because she had not 
swam for a long time. 
“It was really exciting,” Smith said. “I 
wasn’t able to swim my senior year (high 
school) so it was really exciting to come 
back and really help out the team and be 
able to score a lot of points.”
All season long, Smith was finishing 
at the front and winning a majority of 
her 100 and 200-yard backstroke races 
and was a big point contributor to the 
women’s swim team. 
“It was awesome to be able to con-
tribute to the team,” Smith said. “They’re 
always there to be able to support me 
through the practices and we’re all there 
to support each other. It’s great to be able 
to be able to step up and support the 
team in terms of points.” 
Smith got her first career collegiate 
win in the 100 and 200-yard backstroke 
against Ball State in just the second meet 
of the season on Nov. 7 with times of 
1:00.21 and 2:09.93. 
Smith received help from first 
year head coach Jacqueline Michalski 
throughout the year and said it made her 
a better swimmer. 
“Jacqueline was a huge support 
throughout the whole season,” Smith 
said. “A lot of it was me kind of mentally 
figuring it out.”
Smith said there was a rough part of 
the season where she might have a bad 
practice, and thought that the records 
might even be out of reach and were tak-
ing over her mind. 
“She was there to mentally support 
me and be like ‘don’t worry about this, 
you’ll be fine, you’re going to have a great 
meet, and you’re going to have a great 
conference meet.’” 
She said it was tough because it all 
comes down to the four days at the con-
ference meet no matter how long the 
season is. 
She said Michalski let her know that 
everything she went through during 
those tough times in the season would be 
worth it in the end, which is when Smith 
broke the records. 
This is unfortunately the end of 
Smith’s swimming career and career at 
Eastern as well as she will be transfer-
ring to the University of Iowa. Smith 
will not swim at Iowa but will be on 
the track team doing pole vault. 
Smith wants to go into nursing and 
there is a better opportunity to do 
that at Iowa. 
“As for swimming this is kind of 
the end of the line for me,” Smith 
said. “It had been kind of in the back 
of my mind second semester because 
nursing is definitely something I want 
to do and I wouldn’t be able to do it 
here.”
Smith said she finally decided that 
she needed to make the best career 
choice for herself, which was the de-
ciding factor in leaving Eastern.
Smith has left her mark in the 
pool setting records and having the 
times that all other backstroke swim-
mers will have to chase in the years to 
come.  
Sean Hastings can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or smhastings@eiu.edu
Rookie of the Year leaves her mark
Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter|@Den_Sports
The Daily Eastern News staff chose 
redshirt-junior sprinter Norvel Moham-
med as the male athlete of the year pick-
ing up a number of first place finishes and 
school records on the way.
Mohammed started off the year with 
a strong indoor season that earned him 
the Ohio Valley Conference Indoor Co-
Track Athlete of the year. He was named 
the OVC Track Athlete of the Week in 
February. 
Two of his personal bests came at the 
Grand Valley State Big Meet. His time of 
7.00 seconds in the 60-meter dash was a 
new personal record and his time of 21.23 
seconds in the 200-meter gave him the 
fifth best time in school history.
Mohammed was proud to hear he was 
named the male athlete of the year by the 
News.
“These things mean a lot to me, shows 
that my hard work is starting to finally 
pay off on the track,” he said.
His time in the 400-meter dash at the 
Meyo Invite at the University of Notre 
Dame gave him the second best time in 
school history when he ran a 47.05. 
Mohammed was First-Team All-OVC 
after he had three first finishes at the con-
ference championships. His times of 
21.64 seconds and 48.08 seconds gave 
him first in the 200 and 400-meter dash-
es. 
Winning conference or the NCAA 
championships is something that would 
mean a lot to Mohammed.
“It would mean the world to me,” he 
said. “Not many people have the chance 
to make it to the conference champion-
ships or the NCAA championships so 
winning either would be very special to 
me.”
Mohammed posted the best times on 
the team in the 100-meter dash, 200-me-
ter dash and the 400-meter dash. His 
100-and 200-meter dash times were set at 
the EIU Big Blue meet earlier this month. 
His 400-meter time came at the South-
ern Illinois Bill Cornell meet. He ran the 
100-meter dash in 10.54 seconds, which 
places him 10th in school history.
He is second in school history in the 
200-meter dash with his time of 20.60 
seconds. Mohammed and his teammates 
have three top-10 scores in the 4x400-me-
ter relay and own the top two times. 
Mohammed said his teammates help 
him strive to succeed.
“What motivates me are my team-
mates,” he said. “We are always looking 
out for each other and helping each oth-
er out.”
As a native from Wisconsin, it is tough 
for Mohammed to see his family on a reg-
ular basis.
“It is hard not being able to see my 
family all the time,” he said. “I don’t have 
the kind of money to go see them all that 
often.”
Eastern men and women’s track and 
field teams have two more regular season 
meets before the conference champion-
ships. 
Mark Shanahan can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mmshanahan@eiu.edu
Athlete of 
the year 
strives for 
first place 
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball team is in the fi-
nal stretch of its season and is just four 
games out of a potential Ohio Valley 
Conference tournament berth.
The Panthers are currently 10-29 
in the conference and are heading to 
Morehead State for a three-game series.
Eastern has won its last two OVC se-
ries against Eastern Kentucky and Bel-
mont.
Eastern will start junior Jake Johans-
meier in game one of the series Fri-
day. He won his second-straight game 
a week ago in the first game of a three-
game series against Eastern Kentucky. 
Johansmeier will start his 31st game 
of his career and will move into the 
Eastern career top ten list for starts. 
Red-shirt junior Matt Wivinis will 
start game two, and Andy Fisher will 
start game three.
Eastern coach Jimmy Schmitz said 
the Panther pitchers have to be in 
good counts and cannot get behind the 
Morehead State batters. 
“If you get 2-0 a lot, just because of 
that park, it will be crazy,” Schmitz said. 
“The last seven or eight games, they 
have all done well. Here, you better 
pitch and do a lot of mixing, because at 
that park it is really easy to hit a home 
run.”
Fisher will be making his third-
straight weekend start for the Panthers. 
Last time out Sunday against Eastern 
Kentucky, Fisher threw a seven-inning 
complete game to give Eastern a victo-
ry. He was the first Panther pitcher to 
throw a seven-inning complete game 
since Mike Hoektra on May 1,2010 
against Tennessee-Martin.
Eastern pitchers will have the daunt-
ing task of going up against a 28-17 
Morehead State team, who is currently 
fighting for the No. 2 seed with South-
ern Illinois Edwardsville.
The Golden Eagles are 13-8 in 
the OVC and have won four straight 
games.
Schmitz said the Panthers pitching 
is going to have to be key to slow the 
Golden Eagles down with their high-
powered offense.
“As well as we have been hitting late-
ly, the pitching has been unbelievable,” 
he said. “If we keep pitching as well as 
we have been, we will be fine.”  
Morehead State is led by Chris Rob-
inson, who is hitting .392 on the season 
with 71 hits in 181 at bats. He has sev-
en home runs on the season, 19 dou-
bles and 51 runs batted in. He has only 
struck out 21 times and walked 20.
Nick Newell is second on the team 
in batting average with a .386. He has 
six homers in 184 at bats this season. 
Along with his 46 RBIs, Newell has 23 
doubles and two triples.
The Golden Eagles are coming off 
a 20-4 win over Northern Kentucky 
this past week. Morehead State tal-
lied 20 hits in the game and got its of-
fense mainly from Robinson, who went 
3-for-5 in the game with three RBIs 
and two runs scored. 
Newell also went 3-for-5 in the game 
with one RBI and two runs scored. 
Pitching-wise, the Golden Eagles 
are led Aaron Goe, who has made four 
starts this season and has a 2.55 earned 
run average. 
Patrick McGuff has made eight starts 
this season for the Golden Eagles and 
has a 6.68 ERA 
As a staff, the Golden Eagles have a 
6.16 ERA and have allowed 270 earned 
runs this season and walked 349 bat-
ters. 
The Panthers and Golden Eagles will 
get underway Friday at 3 p.m. central 
time. 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
Panthers ready for battle against Morehead
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman swimmer Amy Smith is transferring to the University of Iowa after having a memorable year during her 
first year at Eastern. Smith set two new school records for the Panthers this year.
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Hunter Morris, a freshmen catcher, swings in the game Tuesday at Coaches 
Stadium against St. Louis. The Panthers went on to be victorious in the 
Norvel
Mohammed
- ' 
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.Special Olympics to have 
new ev.ents divisions ,., 
////////////////////////////////////////////////,,;tu/////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
By Kalyn Hayslett 
Verge Reporter I @kalyn_hayslett 
Approximately 467 special Olym-
pians trained all year for the Area 
9 Spring Special Olympics from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday at O'Brien 
Field. 
Numerous returners will compete -
in track and field divisions while a 
few Olympians will be competing in 
newly established events. 
Vanessa Duncan, director of Area· 
9 Special Olympics, said there are 
three new divisions being added to 
the schedule that the Olympians 
will compete in for the first time. 
The mini javelin throw exhibi-
tion is another level of difficulty 
from the softball throw and will be 
given a trial run for these games and 
if the Olympians enjoy it will even-
tually become an officia!,evc:;,,nt, u •vo uJ.J'J.f1 
With the help of the Eastern's • 1 l , ath etic training department, ten 
Olympians have been able to physi-
cally prepare themselves for the high 
jump, but only four will compete. 
OLYMPICS, page 2 
Junior pianist to perform last recital of semester 
By Darronte Matthews 
Verge Reporter 
The last student recital for the aca-
demic year has finally approached and 
this junior is ready for his jazzy perfur-
mana: at the Doudna Ftne Arts C.enter. 
After an entire semester of practic-
ing, rehearsing and composing, Tyler 
Seawood, a music studies major with a 
concentration in jazz studies, will be per-
form his junior recital at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day in the Dvorak Concert Hall. 
The event is open to the general pub-
lic free of charge and it will be what Sea-
wood calls a tribute to his biggest inspi-
rations in mi.We. 
Seawood is set to play piano to seven 
so~ from artists such as Antonio Car-
los Jobim, Walter Gross, Keith Jarrett, 
Jimmy Van Heusen, Lennie Tristano, 
Otlck C.orea as wdl as ari origiilal piece 
that he~ composed hllrud£ 
With th~ ptcSSµre _ofltjs J>.ig recital 
coming tlp, 'Sea~Ood )Jsi Said' lie fcds 
excited and hopes everyone who comes 
will frel the same way. 
''I'm just re3lly excited about it," Sea-
wood said "People get to. come out and 
listen to fu:e live jazz music at no cost, 
no expanse and hopefully enjoy them-
selves, so it should be good." 
However, Seawood also said it's been 
difficult preparing for this recital and 
juggling other school activities. 
"It's been tough because the music 
department is pretty demanding," he 
said "I've had to go and arrange it, write 
it out, figure out what I want to do with . 
the songs as well as multi-task with my 
classes, but I'm able to make it work." 
Seawood said his inspiration fur mu-
sic was sparked &om watching his dad 
playing the drums. He would watch his 
dad play drums and keyboards and he 
would beg his dad fur one., 
After only a few short years, he said 
he actually oomiders hllmdf p~n­
al now, but with him only t>eing a ju-
nior, it was even more surprising to find 
out that he only started playing the pi-
ano and the bass during his freshman 
year at Seton Academy High School. 
"I actually taught myself how to 
play piano and bass with a lot of re-
search from going to the library and 
getting books to watching You Tube 
videos," Seawood said. "But piano 
came first and bass just followed." • 
One of the biggest inspirations _in 
jazz music that Seawood said he has 
is his current piano teacher Paul John-
ston. 
"He's helped me out so much in 
terms of the thought process of mu-
sic and gave me new ideas and new 
things to practice," he said. "I thank 
him for that because he's definitely 
been one of the most influential pia-
nists in my life." 
Professor Paul Johnston, associate 
professor of jazz studies, felt humbled 
by Seawood's words about him and 
said how g~eat it has b~e~ to watch 
him daidoj)as a mwiaan: • 
"What's specifically neat about Ty-
ler is that he came with a lot of natu-
ral ability, but hadn't had a piano les-
son before he got here which is pret-
ty unusual," Johnston said. "It's extra 
special that he's able to play both bass 
and piano at such a high level." 
Above all, Johnston said his hopes 
for Seawood are for him to go into the 
world and utilize his many musical 
skills to achieve success. 
"I really hope when he leaves here, 
he feels that he has the skills to be suc-
cessful in whatever he chooses to do," 
Johnston said 
Now, even before Seawood be-
came interested in music he says he's 
always been a creative person, from 
drawing to writing poetry, but over-
all he loves jazz music because it gives 
him more freedom. 
"Jazz music is being ablr. to cre-
ate on the spot; it's being able to re-
ally express Y<?'V~f musically," Sea-
wood uid. "It's as if someone gave 
you a crayon and let you cololi on 
your own." 
Currently, he has composed an 
original song called "Home (Chica-
go)" which is currently on iTunes, 
he's working on a full bass album and 
is proud to call himself a musician. 
"Musicians paint with sound, our 
utensils are the air," he said. "Our 
canvas is silence; we take silence and 
add notes to it." 
With his proud and encourag-
ing family and friends coming to see 
him, Seawood said he hopes his recit-
al will stimulate interest in audience 
members. 
"I just hope the public develops an 
appreciation for jazz music because 
it's truly expressive," Seawood said. 
"Everything that they hear comes 
from within and is created and gen-
erated in that space and time." 
Darronte Mattfi~.ct!'I be reached at 
581-28 7 2 or dqmatthews@elu.edu. 
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Tyler Seawood, a junior music major, will perform the last recital of the semester at 7:30 p.m. Friday at the 
Dvorak Concert Hall. 
» OLYMPICS CONTINUED FROM PAGE1 
Eastern will host the Area 9 Spring Special Olym.pics at 8 a.m. Friday at O'Brien Field. 
The olympians are required 
to have a coach to prepare them 
physically to perform in their 
division as well teach them the 
rules and regulations. 
There are three pentathlons 
will receive .extra attention and 
qr11 "b~~au~e they will corn pete 
in five events including the 100 
meter, 400 meter, shot put, long 
jump and high jump. 
For the first time ever there 
will be high jumpers and pen-
tathlon athletes for a new, 
unique and exciting competition 
this year, Duncan said. 
Hundreds of students, stu-
dent athletes, coaches, faculty 
and community members serve 
as volunteers united to make the 
Special Olympics enjoyable for 
all of the olympians. 
O'Brien will be buzzing with 
over 400 volunteer's complet-
ing managing tasks: set-up, traf-
fic, parade line-up, runners and 
track and field timers. 
Duncan expressed her grati-
tude for all of the volunteers be-
cause without them the Olym-
pics would not be a success. 
"This is the third largest 
spring games in the state next to 
Lombard and Chicago so EIU 
is an essential part of the spring 
games coming to fruition," Dun-
can said. 
Kathlene Shank, the special 
education chair, said enthusias-
tic fans in the stands cheering on 
the olympians as they compete 
really makes a large impact and 
Eastern has prided itself as being 
one of the nosiest games. 
In previous years hundreds of 
volunteers were assigned as fans 
in the stand having the task of 
paying attention to the games 
and encouraging the olympians 
whether that is yelling, chant-
ing, clapping, whistling or mak-
ing posters. 
volunteers to cover all of the 
events I don't know how many 
people will be in the stands, but 
I hope a lot of people wake up 
that morning and decide to come 
and be a fan in the stand," Shank 
said. 
Volunteers are needed from 
7:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 
Volunteers should wear gym 
shoes and not use their cell 
phones unless taking photos. 
The opening ceremony be-
gins at 9 a.m. with the parade of 
athletes and the lighting of the 
torch with a welcoming speech I "We see several of the special athletes come back year after year and they really look forward to it:' 
-Vanessa Duncan, diredor of Area 9 Special Olympics 
"We had a hard time this 
year," Shank said. "For a while 
we worried because we were so 
short on volunteers and we have 
no idea why." 
Fortunately, the head volun-
teers did a great job of spreading 
the word and encouraging mem-
bers of different registered stu-
dent organizations to participate 
in the games, volunteer coordi-
nator Baylee Dibble, said. 
"This year because we needed 
everyone and only had enough 
from Eastern Illinois University 
President William Perry. 
The awards ceremonies will 
begin at 2 p.m. 
"We see several of the spe-
cial athletes come back year after 
year and they really look forward 
to it," Shank said. "If you get to 
come over there you will just see 
a lot of smiles no matter rain or 
sbine, the olympians are happy." 
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 
581-2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu. 
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Vendors 
to host 
block 
party. 
By Cayla Maurer 
Verge Editor I @caymaurer 
Over 20 local b~ will host the 
fifth annual lg<it Street Block Party from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. 
The Charleston Rural King will host 
a classic car show at 11 a.m., Home 
Again Consignment Shop will have live 
music by Ron and Jan Easter, and the 
l 8th Street Garden Stop will have live 
music by Bosco Sticks. 
There will also be free carrlage rides 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Coles 
County Department of Human Servic-
es. parking lot. 
Some food vendors will include Big 
Al's Shake-U~ Wddfire Mobile Wood-
Fired Pixz.a and PJ's French Fries as wdl 
as vendors selling kettle corn, mini do-
nuts and other fuod. 
Nancy Kuykendall, owner ofTwicc Is 
Nice, said her store was one of the first 
businesses, along with Under Cutters, 
to host the l 8th Street Block Party as a 
spring cdebr:ltion. 
"It's just a family day for the begin-
ning of spring for everybody to get out 
and enjoy the nice weather," Kuykend-
all said. 
Steve Runyon, co-owner of Home 
Again Consignment Shop, said the 
- block party is in some ways "a customer 
appreciation day" for the bus.inesses on 
1 gcti Street. 
"Our regular customers come back 
on that day because they know they will 
get special prices on items, they like the 
food and craft vendors and they like the 
live music," Runyon said 
Many shops along 18th Street will 
have special deals and sales. 
"Whether it's something fur your bi-
cycle or for your car, used clothing and 
furniture to hair products; then: is some-
thing that will appeal to you," Runyon 
said. 
Brendan 4'nch, manager ofBike and 
Hike in Charleston, along with friends 
and staff, will have the formal opening 
of the Woodyard Conservation Arca 
with demo bikes available for consum-
ers to try on the new trails during the 
block party. 
' 
Cayla Maurer can be reached at 
581-2812 or ccmaurer@eiu.edu. 
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E-books have no smell, I want my paper back 
There's something to be said 
for the smell of a crisp, newly 
purchased hardcover book. 
Opening a book for the first 
time and hearing the spine crack 
is like music to my ears. 
When I hold a 600-page hard-
cover in my hands, my mind 
immediately begins planning 
the next seven hours I'll spend 
_immersed in another story, eat-
ing anything dipped in choco-
late and hiding from my respon-
sibilities. 
Don't get me wrong though, 
I love going out with friends on 
the weekends and participating 
in as much debauchery as the 
next girl. 
I enjoy sequestering myself 
with a good book even more 
sometimes. 
I feel no shame in turning 
down invitations from friends to 
KATELYN SIEGERT 
VERGE DESIGNER 
hole up in my room and get so 
involved in a story that I actual-
ly laugh, cry and feel anxiety for 
the characters. 
I'm not a hermit, I promise. 
I'm just an outgoing introvert 
with an infatuation with books 
of all kinds. 
I recently jumped on the e-
book train. 
Like most people of "my gen-
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eration," I'm accustomed to the 
instant gratification chat tech-
nology provides today. 
Instead of waiting days to 
drive to the nearest bookstore for 
the sequel to the latest series I'm 
emotionally involved in, -I can 
just tap the touchscreen on my 
Kindle a few times and have that 
book in my hands within sec-
onds. 
Not to mention, e-books tend 
to be cheaper than hardcovers 
and most paperbacks, without 
paying for shipping or gas. 
Directly linke_d to my Ama-
zon.com account, it's almost too 
easy to have what I want when I 
want it. 
There's no more anxious wait-
ing to find time to make a trip 
to the store, I can find cheap-
er deals with sites like Bookbub 
and I don't even have to leave my 
apartment to have the things I 
want. 
Because e-books save paper, 
time and money, they're just 
more practical for today's con-
sumer. 
But what if I want the sounds, 
smells and nostalgia that come 
with a traditional paper book, 
whether it's brand-new or has 
been passed along via library 
loan? 
I can't dog-ear the pages on 
my Kindle. 
I can't easily lend the separate 
e-books to a friend after I gush 
about how she just has to read it. 
For as many extra features that 
my" Kindle has, there are just as 
many things I can't do with it 
that almost makes me wish I had 
a hard copy of the same book in-
stead. 
I can't read for long expans-
es of time without juicing it up. 
I can't take my Kindle to the 
pool for fear of overheating its 
battery and accidently dropping 
it in the water. 
Sure, e-readers allow users t:o 
read in dark rooms and change a 
book's font size, but it takes away 
from the simple joy of reading. 
Most people read to do jµst 
that, read. 
I sincerely hope that paper 
books will be a permanent fix-
ture of our society so, hopefully 
I'll be able to afford them when 
rm not a broke college student. 
Books shouldn't need frills, ex-
tra features or access to my cred-
it card. 
Katelyn Siegert is a senior 
journalism major. She can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
kesiegert@eiu.edu. 
The power of-your own attitude 
Sometimes I have a horrible 
attitude toward life. 
Admitting it is the first step. 
Being self-absorbed, stressed 
or around negative people can 
change your entire day, month or 
even your year. _ 
I didn't, and may still not have 
fully realized how much pow-
er your words, actions and body 
language can affect your own 
mood, others around you, and 
how people then choose to treat 
you because of them. 
Everyone has the abili -
ty to self-police themselves on 
their actions, t-0.eir words, their 
thoughts and their surroundings; 
you just have to choose to do so. 
If you as a person are unhap-
py about something, only you 
can do what you need to do to 
change that. 
Being negative can affect not 
only your present life, but also 
your life in the future and as a 
graduating college student, the 
future is what needs to be fo-
cused on. 
There are plenty of people on 
this campus that I hear complain 
about ~first world problems," 
when they have no idea what 
the person next to them is going 
through in their own life. 
Here are things you can do in-
OLIVIA DIGGS 
ASSISTANT ONLINE 
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stead of being a negative person: 
Give someone you love a 
hug 
I personally always feel bet-
ter after a good hug from a loved 
one. 
Say hello to a stranger on 
the sidewalk 
Like I said earlier, you never 
know what someone else is going 
through on .any given day. 
When you smile and say hello 
to someone, you may be the only 
person who was nice to them 
chat day. 
Make a list of three things 
that happen to you every-
day that made you a happy 
J?erson 
Sometimes you just have bad 
days and there is no way around 
it, but yo~ can chose to try to. stay 
as positive as possible throughout 
everyday no matter what is hap-
pening. 
One day last week I spilled liq~ 
uid into my Mac Book Pro, and of 
course because it's an Apple prod-
uct, it is not covered because it 
was an accidental li9.uid damae:e. 9 • J' .,;_ t ••-'VU' I could h~~t:ttlt<fft'P•MfliW. m 
entire day, especially since I have 
no more college money to buy a 
new one, but I chose to smile that 
day anyway. 
Have a dance party with 
your friends 
Anytime you are getting too 
stressed out in your life, and 
, " I 
need a moment to breath O'r re! 
. lax, it is always nice to turn your 
music all the way up, ·grab a few 
friends and let lose! 
Exercise 
Exercising not only makes you 
a healthier and more fit person, 
· but it can also allow you time 
throughout t.he day to think and 
fuel up for your day. 
Olivia Diggs is a senior family and 
consumer sciences major. She 
can be reached 581-2812 
or osdiggs@eiu.edu. 
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Review: 'Age of Adaline' falls short of epic romance 
There is a brief moment in 
"The Age of Adaline" where tears 
will fall and you won't even real-
ize you were so emotionally in-
vested in the movie. 
You'll riffle through your 
purse to find napkins that don't 
have butter on them from the 
popcorn, but it's too late. . 
You let the tears come as you 
watch Adaline Bowman (Blake 
Lively) put her dog, Reese, to 
sleep. 
It's an emotional moment for 
any pet lover, but it's not what 
you hoped the biggest tug at the 
heartstrings would be in a mod-
. em romance film. 
".The Age of Adaline" fol-
lows the life of Adaline from the 
Roaring 20s to the psychedelic 
70s to 2014 where she is still the 
same flawless beauty, just with a 
different wardrobe. 
The acfual age of Adaline is a 
fickle matter. 
Adaline was born on New 
'fir;_a,r~ Day, 1908, but a freak ac-
cident causes her to stop aging at 
the age of 29. 
CAYLA MAURER 
VERGE EDITOR 
Adaline eventually realizes (af-
ter a run in with agents in dark 
suits) that if she wants to hide 
her secret, she must keep mov-
ing. 
She takes a new identity every 
decade, even if that means never 
being very close to her daughter, 
Flemming (Ellen Burstyn) and 
never settling down with some-
one. 
While there are some glances 
into Adaline's past, most of the 
story takes place in modern day 
San Francisco, which makes the 
leading lady 107 years old de-
spite her youthful appearance. 
Just when she is about to get 
a new identity she meets El-
lis Jones (Michie! Huisman), a 
wealthy philanthropist who is 
persistent in his pursuit of Ada-
line after meeting in an elevator 
at a New Year's party. 
With some encouragement 
from Flemming, Adaline decides 
to let go and get to close with 
Ellis. 
The relationship works until 
she meets his parents (Harrison 
Ford and Kathy Baker) and her 
past comes back to haunt her. 
I'll admit, I have always been 
enchanted by Blake Lively. Even 
during her "Gossip Girl" days, 
there was something about her 
that had an old Hollywood, 
timeless feel. 
Maybe that's one . reason why 
she was cast as a woman who can 
transcend time. 
She looks fantastic in the 
film while outfitted in a variety 
of vintage cardigans, skirts and 
dresses. 
Lively's on-screen beau, Mich-
ie! Huisman, is a beautiful man, 
Somebody, ple~se check the mic 
and the ones and twos 
10r1 Befflfig' ~rsrmre 'tti'e~'sf'q'Uifir: 
essential aspects of our society, 
music has a way of connecting 
people near . and afar. 
Throughout different societ-
ies , music plays a role in con-
verging and uniting people 
through a rhythmic beat and, 
most times, a catchy hook. 
rt.Reflecting on how music has 
'changed over my lifespan, I feel 
as though the music today is 
missing something. 
Don't get me wrong, I def-
initely enjoy new artists who 
grace the music scene from rap-
pers like up and coming artist 
Lil Herb to R&B soul singers 
like Sam Smith. 
I feel as though the artists I 
just named do a wonderful job at 
telling stories and painting pic-
tures through their lyrics and 
that's what I think music is for. 
Many times we use music as 
an escape from reality, allow-
ing the lyrics to overflow in our 
eardrums, and letting the art-
ist convey his/her point through 
creative story telling ability and 
a unique way of communicating 
with audience. 
KEVIN HALL 
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and lets not forget the "Hey girls 
let me see you twerk something", 
all types of songs that I am def-
initely guilty of listening to, but 
I've come to the conclusion that 
it's totally a resonant thing. 
The music produced today 
serves as a placeholder for me, 
I listen to it because it's eh.ere, 
but it's not a major preference of 
mine. 
I find myself often listening to 
older albums and mixtapes rem-
iniscing on lyrics that actually 
meant something and gave audi-
ences something positive and up-
lifting to ponder. 
Granted, music genres vary 
f'e music we liste.n to turns out to be the 
soundtrack to our lives, why not make your life 
lyrical? ' 
The conscious lyrical music of 
the yester-years has been watered 
down and is produced now at a 
quicker pace but a lower quality. 
I feel like every time I turn on 
the radio it's something new on, 
but they' re all saying the same 
things. 
"This guy loves this girl", 
. 'Th~t guy love~ _tho~e ~r~g(, 
so much that it's difficult to not 
find music that fits your taste, 
I find that it comes few and far 
between. 
The little good music that I 
do find nowadays gets old real-
ly quick because once I get it I 
play it until I know evety breath 
on the beat because nothing else 
is worth listening too. 
I tend to find my playlists of-
ten on repeat simply because I 
refuse to harm my eardrums and 
kill brain cells forcing trash into 
my ears. 
Listening co· music that has 
nothing but a cool hook and a 
beat that booms does nothing for 
me. 
I'm not going to go into the 
whole "Hip-hop is dead debate" 
or get to pointing out individ-
uals I personally think partici-
pated in slowly but surely kill-
ing the music industry, but I will 
pose this .question: If the music 
that we listen to turns out to be 
the soundtrack of our lives why 
not make your life lyrical? 
In a matter of three to five 
minutes music allows us to sum 
up our lives and spew them out 
in thought provoking rhymes 
and other clever ways. I often 
wonder how music became as es-
sential as it is and i 've realized 
that it's simple. 
Most of time as individuals we · 
like to seek acceptance by our 
peers as well as our superiors, 
and this engages us in seeking 
out others who share similarities 
and music often provide univer-
sal links to people. 
Music is something that is 
therapuetic and should be re-
spected as such an art. I feel as 
though by adding some of the 
same story telling styles from 
years ago today's music will not 
only be enhanced, but it will 
also motivate others to be inno-
vative in the field and try take 
the music industry back to where 
it once stood tall. 
Kevin Hall is a senior journalism 
major. He can be reached 
at 581-2812 or lcphaU@eiu.edu. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Blake Lively stars in "The Age of Adaline" as Adaline Bowman, a woman 
who never ages after a hit and run and mother nature takes over. 
but doesn't fit just right next to 
Lively. A romance requires two 
equally charismatic leads and 
Huisman just can't hold a candle 
next to the beauty that she is. 
The whole point of the movie 
is to wow with the epic romance, 
but there is a lack of urgency and 
spark. This is supposed to be a 
fairy tale, but it doesn't quite 
come together and will leave you. 
a little disappointed. 
"The Age of Adaline" isn't per-
fect, but if you're willing to sus-
pend your belief you will find 
shini~g moment~ in the film to 
distract you from its shortcom-
ings. 
Cayla Maurer is a senior journal-
ism major. She can be reached at 
581-2812 or ccmaurer@eiu.edu. 
Katie Smith (Editor-in-Chief), Victoria Adams (copy editor), Jehad 
Abbed (assistant sports editor) and Rosie Sacco (copy editor) break 
down some of the week's most-talked-about news. 
JEHAD CAN'T 
I can't deal with the 
Mayweather-Pacquiao fight 
Saturday. It is the right place at 
the wrong time. We needed this 
bout years ago, not now. 
Floyd Mayweather is 38-years-
old, just two years· older than 
Manny Pacquiao. This fight is all 
about the names and the money. 
The spectacle is the definition 
of ridiculous. No person should 
pay an extraordinary amount of 
money to watch two boxers on 
more than the tail-end of their 
careers step into the ring fighting 
as shells of their former selves. 
#MayweatherPacquiao 
KATIE CAN 
I am in complete support of 
Bruce Jenner's decision to live his 
life as a female. 
Although I am disappointed in 
some of the public and media's 
response to his decision, I am 
proud he chose to announce it 
publicly and serve as a positive 
role model for people who may 
be questioning their gender and 
sexual identity. 
He has lived most of his life 
adhering to a stereotypical idea of 
mascuUnity and now is his time to 
fulfil! a wish he has likely always 
had. 
To do that in to public eye· 
must be a discouraging and 
intimidating and I appreciate his 
example. 
ROSE CAN 
I can deal with not having 
to wear a coat. Interestingly 
enough, I am a lover of winter 
and snow. I am not, however, 
a fan of coats and all that they 
stand for: static cling, making me 
look like I changed my major from 
journalism to sumo wrestling and 
putting my body temperature at 
an all-time high. I am now free 
to run about without feeling as 
if I have a child to look after. If 
my coat were my child I would . 
· be one angry mother. Until next 
time, coat, I will be enjoying 
the freedom of sunshine on my 
sleeveless arms. 
#YouCantBeMadAtASleepingBag 
VICTORIA CAN'T 
I can't deal with the fact that 
graduation is eight days away. 
Going into the #real world# 
unemployed and living back with · 
my parents is something that I 
have not wanted to deal with for 
the entire semester. I am trying to 
look forward to the next chapter 
of my life, but it is becoming 
increasingly more difficult with 
each passing day. A world where 
naps and day drinking are 
frowned upon? Who wants to 
live like that? I have full-heartedly 
considered failing a class or two 
to stick around, but alas my bank 
account can take no more. I can't 
deal with havi!lg to grow up. 
